6 March 2009

PRESS RELEASE

STATISTICS OF CORPORATIONS SPECIALIZING IN LENDING
December 2008

The total amount of claims on loans of corporations specializing in lending* was BGN 2.817 billion
(4.3% of GDP?) at the end of December 2008. It increased by BGN 782.1 million (38.4%) compared to the
end of December 2007, when their amount was BGN 2.035 hillion (3.1% of GDP). It increased by BGN 117
million (4.3%) compared to the end of September 2008. The claims on loans were influenced by the net
purchases of loans from other institutions, which amounted to 71.8% of the claims on loans at the end of

December 2007 and to 68.6% of the claims on loans at the end of December 2008.
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In the maturity structure of claims on loans, those with maturity of over five years prevailed. They
amounted to BGN 1.706 billion at the end of December 2008. Their annual growth rate was 46.6% (BGN
542.5 million) compared to the end of December 2007 and their growth for the last quarter of 2008 was 0.5%
(BGN 8 million). Their relative share in the total amount of claims on loans rose from 57.2% at the end of
December 2007 to 60.6% at the end of December 2008.

1

For the purpose of reducing the reporting burden the Bulgarian National Bank collects data from 18 companies, which own 97% of the
total assets of all companies. The rest 46 companies report data once at the end of the reporting period. Statistics of corporations
specializing in lending do not include leasing companies, which are reporting agents of other statistics.

2 GDP for 2008 is BGN 66.096 billion (preliminary estimate by NSI).



Corporations Specializing in Lending
Maturity Structure of Claims on Loans
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Claims on loans by sector. Claims on loans of the Households and NPISHs sector were BGN 2.396
billion at the end of December 2008, 47% (BGN 766 million) up compared to December 2007. Compared to

September 2008 their amount increased by 4.1% (BGN 94.6 million).Their relative share in the total amount

of claims on loans of the resident sector changed from 80.2% at the end of December 2007 to 85.2% at the

end of December 2008. Claims on loans of the Nonfinancial corporations sector were BGN 404 million at the
end of December 2008. They increased by 2.6% (BGN 10.2 million) compared to December 2007 and by 6%

(BGN 22.7 million) compared to September 2008. The share of these loans in the total amount of claims of

residents dropped from 19.4% to 14.4%.
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In the structure of claims on loans of the Households and NPISHs sector, consumer loans
prevailed. They came to BGN 1.276 billion at the end of December 2008.Their amount rose by 53.6% (BGN
445.3 million) compared to the end of December 2007 and by 4.9% (BGN 59.2 million) for the fourth quarter
of 2008. Their relative share in the total amount of claims on loans of the Households and NPISHs sector
increased from 51.0% at the end of December 2007 to 53.3% at the end of December 2008. The amount of
loans for house purchase was BGN 998.3 million at the end of December 2008 and it was by BGN 302.3
million (43.4%) higher than in December 2007. Compared to September 2008 it increased by BGN 16.6
million (1.7%). The relative share of these loans in the total amount of claims on loans of the Households and
NPISHs sector decreased from 42.7% at the end of December 2007 to 41.7% at the end of December 2008.
The total amount of other loans was BGN 121.9 million and it increased by BGN 18.4 million (17.7%)
compared to December 2007. It rose by BGN 18.9 million (18.3%) for the last quarter of 2008.
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Sources of financing. At the end of December 2008 liabilities of corporations, specializing in lending
was BGN 3.009 billion. They increased by BGN 733.6 million (32.2%) compared to the end of December
2007, when their amount was BGN 2.275 billion. Compared to September 2008 they increased by BGN 90
million (3.1%). In the structure of liabilities, received loans prevailed. They came to BGN 2.372 billion at the
end of December 2008. The amount of these loans rose by BGN 621.7 million (35.5%) compared to
December 2007 and by BGN 58.4 million (2.5%) compared to September 2008. The relative share of loans
increased from 76.9% at the end of December 2007 to 78.8% at the end of December 2008. In the structure
of received loans, those from non-residents dominated. They came to BGN 2.135 billion at the end of
December 2008. Their amount at the end of December 2008 was by BGN 545.5 million (34.3%) higher than




in December 2007 and by BGN 31.2 million (1.5%) higher compared to September 2008. The relative share
of loans from non-residents in the total amount of received loans decreased to 90% at the end of December
2008 compared to 90.8% at the end of December 2007. The amount of debt securities issued by corporations
specializing in lending was BGN 233 million at the end of December 2008, down by 9.9% compared to
December 2007, while it increased by 3.2% (BGN 7.2 million) compared to September 2008.

Appendix: Tables Claims on loans and Assets and liabilities of corporations specializing in lending.

»* »* »*

The complete set of corporations specializing in lending statistics tables and the text of the press release are
available on the website of the Bulgarian National Bank www.bnb.bg (Statistics/Other Financial Institutions/Corporations

Specializing in Lending).

* * *
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Bulgarian National Bank

Annex 1

Claims on Loans of Corporations Specializing in Lending

in thousand BGN

[31.12.2007 31.03.2008 | 30.06.2008 | 30.09.2008 | 31.12.2008

By maturity 2,034,645 2,325,608 2,557,671 2,699,763| 2,816,741
Regular 1,964,241 2,227,266| 2,425,524 2,555,220 2,622,651

Up to 1 year 239,789 235,992 289,362 236,182 261,370
Over 1 up to 5 years 561,263 596,330 532,459 621,358 655,578
Over 5 years 1,163,189 1,394,944| 1,603,703 1,697,680 1,705,703
Overdue 70,404 98,342 132,147 144,543 194,089

By sectors and by purpose 2,034,645| 2,325,608 2,557,671 2,699,763 2,816,741
Resident sector 2,031,736 2,322,716 2,554,750 2,696,938| 2,813,936
Nonfinancial corporations 393,804 396,276 396,019 381,302 403,996
Monetary financial institutions 37 37 35 33
Other financial corporations 6,159 6,156 3,009 9,603 9,282
Government sector 1,664 1,919 1,879 4,513 4,549
Households and NPISHs 1,630,109| 1,918,328 2,153,807 2,301,485 2,396,075
Consumer 830,594| 1,029,902| 1,156,880| 1,216,738| 1,275,920

For house purchase 696,006 792,602 895,324 981,696 998,274
Other 103,509 95,824 101,602 103,052 121,882
Nonresident sector 2,909 2,892 2,921 2,824 2,805

Source: Reports from financial corporations specializing in lending.

Statistics of corporations specializing in lending do not include leasing

companies, which are reporting agents of other statistics.




Bulgarian National Bank

Annex 2

Assets and liabilities of financial corporations specializing in lending

in thousand BGN

[31.12.2007 31.03.2008 | 30.06.2008 | 30.09.2008 | 31.12.2008

Assets 2,275,484 2,585,943| 2,862,589 2,919,071| 3,009,052
Loans 2,034,645 2,325,608| 2,557,671 2,699,763| 2,816,741
Repos 7,018 5,628 5,745 4,185 919
Securities other than shares 41,098 8,204 2,558 2,558 2,559
Shares and other equity 23,232 23,197 12,712 12,553 16,933

Investment fund shares
Other shares 23,232 23,197 12,712 12,553 16,933
Other assets 169,492 223,306 283,904 200,012 171,900

Liabilities 2,275,484 2,585,943| 2,862,589 2,919,071 3,009,052

Loans 1,750,191| 2,018,112 2,274,370| 2,313,467 2,371,891
Up to 1 year 292,253 329,133 415,663 423,341 445,500
Over 1 year 1,457,938 1,688,979 1,858,707| 1,890,126 1,926,391

Debt securities issued 258,721 256,786 250,928 225,836 233,039

Other liabilities 117,076 154,829 171,893 203,403 230,535

Total equity 149,496 156,215 165,397 176,365 173,586
Capital 101,201 116,224 130,836 131,383 138,607
Financial result 3,090 549 175 3,500 -22,011

Number of reporting agents 59 59 59 59 64

Source: Reports from financial corporations specializing in lending.
Statistics of corporations specializing in lending do not include leasing companies,

which are reporting agents of other statistics.




